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From the Editor 

The months seem to be slipping by again! I just seemed 
to have published the last issue, and another is due. Several 
people were complaining that they had not received their 
latest newsletter, and on checking back, it is about six 
weeks since the last issue. The time just seems to fly by. 

What with the self-imposed duties of Co-Ordinator and 
Editor, and as I like to attend as many Group meetings as 
possible during the month, I don’t seem to have much time 
to myself anymore. 

With the enquiries for Groups that I receive over the 
phone, and mail I can honesdy say that there is still an 
extreme interest in the 64. 

I receive a lot of phone calls every day, usually directed 
to me by the Dealers, but sometimes from Commodore 
themselves. The questions vary from the nearest User 
Groups to attend or how to get a certain printer working 
with a certain program. As I do not know every printer on 
the market, it is very hard to give an accurate reply, and 
then usually get abused for not knowing. This sometimes 
happens with commercial programs like Super-Base or 
Mult-Plan. Although I am conversant with these programs, 
I haven’t had much time to play around with them as yet, 
and as a result the conversation gets a bit heated. Anyone 
that knows me is aware that it takes a lot for me to get 
agitated, but I usually ‘do my block’ at the poor listener, as 
they have bought an expensive program and cannot get it 
to run properly. 

The conversation somewhere along the line refers to 
me as a “PAID EMPLOYEE OF COMMODORE”, and as 
such I should know all about the machine, and all products 
which run therein. This is usually the stage where I get 
agitated. As all of you know, I have got nothing to do with 
Commodore Business Machines, and I put my spare time 
into trying to get some cohesion into the Groups. 

My wife has actually been calculating the time that I 
spend on User Group business, and so far in the last 
month, this has been in excess of 100 hours - not counting 
visits to Groups. Anyone that feels that they would like to 
take the job on is quite welcome. The pay is terrific! 

There .has been a lot of sniping lately from people 
saying that User Groups are massive copying sessions. 
Well all I can say is that I have seen no evidence at any 
Group that I have attended, except for one Group where 


an individual had the audacity to copy commercial programs 
on the attendant dealers machine and charge for the 
copies. I didn’t find out until after the night was over what 
went on, but if I hear of it going on again, I will personally 
ask that person to leave and NOT COME BACK! We have 
little enough respect from the Dealers now without 
aggravating the situation. I can only condemn this copying 
at Groups and ask that if it does go on, please refrain from 
doing so. 

I have heard that other brand name User Groups allow 
this to go on, and this is apparently common knowledge, 
so why should we follow their example, and have a bad 
name all over Melbourne. 

At the meeting of Doncaster Group in June, it was 
decided to split into two smaller groups, as the numbers 
were getting to be too hard to handle. At the April meeting 
there were about 90, and in May about 120: June saw 
about 75, but as those who attended saw, it was virtually 
hopeless to see the screen for our Word-Processing night. 
Therefore, the members of the original Doncaster Group 
will meet on the third Tuesday of each month, and all 
new-comers will attend on the second Tuesday as usual. 
The committee will see that this new group gets off to a 
flying start. There were a few hassles over why we should 
split the group, but the committee believes it is in the best 
interest of everyone concerned to do so. This will give 
new people what they want, whilst also helping the old 
group to achieve their aims. 

In an article several months ago, a Reset Key was 
illustrated. These keys are now available from me at any 
User Group meeting for the unheard of price of $4.00. 
There is also a program in the library which allows you to 
recover lost programs, so this key can be very handy. Also 
I have in stock plastic disk pockets. These pockets can 
hold two diskettes together with a directory listing for 
each, and are drilled to fit into a three ring binder. These 
are also available at any meeting. 

Last month at the Waverley Chapter, High Technology 
gave a demonstration of the latest hardware and software, 
and it is amazing how far we have come in 18 months. The 
weight of new software is overwhelming, with about 30 
new items appearing every week. You should go to your 
nearest dealer and have a look at his latest stock. 

Again I would like to thank Robert Reid from Ultraphase 
Computers for sponsoring this issue, but as this is the last 





of his commitment, we must now look further afield for 
sponsors. As we now have a mailing list in excess of 200, 
they would hopefully gain from having their ‘name in 
lights’ in our newsletter. 

I am planning to at least catch up a bit with the next 
issue, but am desperately in need of articles for publication. 
Would all those people crying for ‘output’ please ‘input’ a 
bit for the benefit of others. 

See you next month. 

Frank Martin. EDITOR. 


Two Disk Drives 

With the introduction of the RABBIT Cartridge, the 
datasette has become somewhat more appealing, but it 
still has the disadvantage of storing everything in sequential 
files, and the necessity of keeping a record of start locations 
of all programs, where more than one is stored per side. If 
you find all this record keeping a drag like I do, then you 
will probably have purchased a disk drive, or are saving up 
to get one, or maybe a second one. 

I remember the problems that I had understanding the 
disk drive manual when I bought my first drive, and 
having spoken to many others who have disk drives 
discovered that they had experienced the same frustration. 
Firstly before a new disk can store any data it must be 
formatted or subdivided in to blocks so that the operating 
system knows where to find what you want it to do. To do 
that you need to choose a name, for example “TEST 
DISK” or “GAMES”, also a two character identification, 
for example “TD”, “T2” or “99”. This i.d. should be unique 
to that disk only. Having done that all that need to be done 
is type OPEN 15,8,15,“N0:NAMEJD”, where NAME and 
ID are replaced with ones of your choice. To format a 
second disk, (as you had already opened a file to the disk 
drive), you would then type PRINT# 15,“N0;NAMEJD”. 
Note that this is “N ZERO:” not “N OH:”. (Instructions 
page 15.). OPEN 15,8,15, before any instructions on page 
41 will get them to work, any more instructions (while the 
file is open) revert to PRINT# 15, instead of the OPEN 
statement. 

One drive is great, two are terrific, now it is possible to 
back up a disk with no operator intervention plus many 
other advantages. The sensible thing to do having purchased 
your second disk drive, is to change the device number of 
one of them to be permanently set as device 9.. The 
instructions to do this by the hardware method are on 
page 40 of the disk drive user manual. 

Whether the internal workings have changed since the 
manual was printed, I know not, there is certainly no 
metal housing in either of my drives, as instructions 5 and 
6 would have you believe. Also the jumpers mentioned in 
instruction 7, which I imagined to be wires, turned out to 
be a fine bridge joining two semi-circles. These are located 
50mm from the front of the circuit board and slightly to 
the left of an imaginary centre line. They are silver in 
colour, and 5mm in diameter. Cutting the bridge between 
the pairs of semi-circles closest to the front with a knife, 
will make you the proud owner of a disk drive with a 
device number of 9. 

Remember this is your newsletter and contributions are 
required to keep it in production, so if you can do your 
share, this will be appreciated by the editor. 

Ken Wakefield 


WordPro 3 Plus/64 

If, like us, you consider one of the “serious” uses of your 
64 is as a Word Processor, then the question of appropriate 
software soon arises. So with the purchase of our 1526 
printer we began to consider the alternatives. 

EASYSCRIPT was the prime candidate, and fortunately 
we were able to borrow it from a friend to test it out. 
While this is an impressive and powerful piece of software, 
we felt it had a few shortcomings, with the formatting 
being particularly clumsy at times. 

According to the U.S. magazines, WordPro was completely 
outselling EASYSCRIPT, even at twice the price. At that 
time (just before Xmas) WordPro wasn’t available locally, 
so we decided to take the plunge and order WordPro 
directly from a U.S. mail-order house for US$65, choosing 
one that would directly charge to credit card, and asking 
that it be sent air-mail. 


Many anxious weeks passed, much to the amusement of 
the local club members. In the meantime, January’s 
Compute! Gazette arrived, complete with SPEEDSCRIPT, 
a perfectly reasonable Word Processor for free. 

Eight weeks after ordering, WordPro 3 Plus/64 (with a 
complimentary copy of SpellRight/64) finally arrived. We 
were charged $14 for air-mail, although it came surface 
mail for $4.30. But to get the package out of the Post 
Office we had to pay Customs Duty of $24.36. Plus we had 
to pay Sales Tax of $36.65. All up cost of the exercise. 
$145. (I’ve since seen it advertised locally for more than 
that). At least I know where some of the local mark-up 
comes from. 


What do you get for your money? WordPro has most of 
the features you would expect, including extensive format 


ARE YOU A SMART BUYER 

For $199.00 (Less 10% for User Groups ), 
this is a SMART BUY if you’re looking for a 
place to store your Computer, Peripherals 
and accessories without spending a fortune 

The J.O.S.T. Mk.1 Computer Desk, 

compact yet functional design fits almost 
anywhere while housing your Computer, 
Monitor, Printer, Modem, Disk Drives, etc. 

The Desk is the right height and position 
for easy, comfortable operation. 

Stand is suitable for most Micro-Computers, 
e.g. Commodore, Atari, VIC-20, 
Systems-80, TRS-80, etc. 




DIME* 3IONS: 

Width - 990 mm 
Depth - 760 mm 
HEIGHT: 

Overall Height - 990 mm 
Dist. between shelves - 115 mm 
Desk Height - 720 mm 

CONSTRUCTION: 

Tubular Steel frame with 
White Laminated Desk Top and 
Shelves. 


The above design can be varied to sui 
your own needs. Please enquire for quotes. 

ALL ENQUIRIES: P.O. Box 509, Sunshine 3020 
or Phone (03) 747 1315 — ask for Joe. n 
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control, global search and replace and the use of linked 
files, plus a few nice twists such as decimal tabulation and 
an extra text mode. This latter feature allows you to, for 
example, edit a form letter in the main text area, switch to 
the extra text area to edit a list of names and addresses, 
and merge the tow at printing time. The biggest 
disappointment is that WordPro does not allow you to 
view the formatted text on the screen — it has no facility 
such as the horizontal and vertical “windowing” of 
EASYSCRIPT, nor can you even treat the screen as an 
output device, as in EASYSCRIPT. 

ciJ n the commands are less than memorable eg. 

SHIFT/CTL enters insert mode; SHIFT CLR/HOME enters 
file mode; m (for memorize??) saves a file. You get one 
copy protected disk (EASYSCRIPT comes with two, 
multiple copies of SPEEDSCRIPT are free). If you wish, 
you can buy one back-up copy of WordPro for $20.00 
when you register your purchase, and after that a damaged 
disk will be replaced for $12.00. You may be eligible to 
exchange your disk for an up-graded version of WordPro, 
also for $12.00. 

Are we happy with the purchase? Not really. We can’t 
see why WordPro outsells EASYSCRIPT; surely there 
must be better programs around. If you are running a 
business or writing a book then you probably need something 
like EASYSCRIPT or WordPro. But for simple typing of 
letters and papers, we could easily manage with 
SPEEDSCRIPT, especially given the price. 

Jan and Keith McLaren 

KNOX USERS GROUP 


Starting with Disk Drives 

by Paul Blair 

At recent Canberra User Group meetings, there have 
been some open discussions for members starting out with 
disk drives. For the record, let me set down the main 
points that have been discussed, so that others can leam 
more about their drives. 

The little box that you feed diskettes is very intelligent, 
and can be used very effectively with a little understanding. 
Just as your computer is fitted with an operating system 
that allows you to use Basic words for programs, so too 
disk drives have their own operating system. This system 
is most commonly named the Disk Operadng System 
(DOS) but I think that Disk Basic is a more readily 
understood concept. Before going any further, however, 
let’s find out what a diskette is. 

The diskettes used in most computer disk drives are 
sheets of a plastic-type material, with coated surfaces that 
are designed for magnetic recording. Each disk is about 
130 mm diameter, with a 30 mm hole in the centre. Both 
sides of the disk are coated, and factory quality control 
decides whether one or both sides come up to quality 
standards, labelling the results as single or double sided 
disks. 

The actual disk is housed in a sleeve or envelope, 
usually with a wiper-type material that collects the dirt 
and dust that accumulates on the disk itself. The envelope 
is about 165 mm square, with a long slot through which the 
recording head can access the disk. On one edge (the left 
side as you look at a disk as you insert it into the drive) is a 


‘write-protect’ slot. If not covered, you can both read and 
write to the disk. If a tab is stuck over the notch, you can 
read but not write to the disk, thereby protecting disks 
from accidental writing or erasure. There are two small 
nicks along one edge, tq act as stress relief. A final small 
hole near the central hole completes the envelope 
descripdon. It is part of a detection system that is of no 
particular interest here. 

In use, the diskette is written on the back — the side 
away from you when you are reading the label. The 
envelope, of course, stays still while a broad hub grips the 
diskette and spins at about 300 rpm (or its metric equivalent). 
New disks may be a bit sdff in their covers at first use, and 
could give a worry or two if you are unused to diskette 
use. More of that anon. 

DISK ORGANISATION 

Commodore 1540/1541 disk drives follow a convendon 
that started with the very first drives they released. Each 
disk has 35 tracks, something like a phonograph record 
(or a laser disk, for those a bit younger!!) You can’t see the 
tracks, but they are there, all 35 of them, concentrically 
arranged. Another convention is how they are ‘named’ — 
Track 1 is at the outer edge and Track 35 at the inner. 
That is how the first subdivision is arranged. 

The next subdivision is carving up each track into more 
convenient bits, named sectors (or blocks — the names 
seem to be interchangable). Each sector is designed to 
hold 256 bytes of information, so that 4 blocks are needed 
to hold IK of informadon. Because the disk circumference 
is greater at the outer edge, there is room for more sectors 
in each track at the outer edge, decreasing as you come 
towards the centre. Commodore has taken advantage of 
this to pack a bit more storage onto their disks. Track 1 
has 21 sectors, (numbered 0—20) whilst Track 35 has 
only 17 (0 — 16). In all, there are 683 sectors on an empty 
disk. Nineteen of these are set aside for the directory 
track, so 664 remain for you to use. If you think about it 
for a minute, a sector is quite tiny — on Track 1, less than 
19mm long. 

Choice of diskettes is a complex subject, and sometimes 
one of violent disagreement. Given the competitive 
environment in the market place, there are unlikely to be 
any really bad products out there. Some seem to be better 
than others, but it is virtually impossible for a casual user 
to work out some radng system. Price does not seem to be 
a guide. 

Enough for now — next article we will look at Disk 
Basic, and how to get to use it. 

Forthcoming Attractions 

3rd AUSTRALIAN PERSONAL 
COMPUTER SHOW 

to be held at the World Trade Centre, 
on 18th — 21st July 

WESTERN SUBURBS 
PERSONAL COMPUTER SHOW 

to be held at the Melton Civic Centre, 
on 14th & 15th July, 1984 







Jnuitation 

Robert and Heidi Reid invite all 64 User Group Members 

to visit their NEW 

UllraPhase Computer Stare 


at 


296 DONCASTER ROAD 
GREYTHORN. (NTH. BALWYN) 

(One block closer to the Eastern Freeway entrance than the original location.) 

Ultraphase Computers now stocks the FULL range 
of Commodore Computers including 
the 64 SX — Executive Portable 
and the 700 series Business Computers. 


Ultraphase Computers provides: 

Melbourne’s best range of Software and books for the Commodore 64 


fs commodore 

COMPUTER 


Program Library 
Plenty of Free Parking 
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Open late 6 p.m. Monday — Wednesday 
9 p.m. Thursday and Friday 
1 p.m. Saturday 

User Group Discounts on Software and Hardware 

In addition to our NEW Store, our original store has been converted to a Support and 
Education centre, providing a wide range of adult and childrens’ computer courses. 
These include beginners and advanced programming and classes in Multiplan 

(spreadsheet) and Word Processing. 

Bookings are now open for all classes. 

Come in and take advantage of our great Opening Specials, friendly advice and 

service. 

UltraPhasE Computers 

296 DONCASTER ROAD, GREYTHORN 
Telephone: 857 4233 







